
Kurt E. Floren
Agricultural Commissioner/

Director of Weights and Measures

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

Department of
Agricultural Commissioner/

Weights and Measures

12300 Lower Azusa Road
Arcadia, California 91006-5872

http://acwm.co.la.ca.us

Robert G. Atkins
Chief Deputy

Protecting Consumers and the Environment Since 1881
To Enrich Lives Through Effective and Caring Service

June 14, 2005

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL OF COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT #05-248 WITH THE CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE TO PROVIDE FOR THE DETECTION
OF MEDITERRANEAN, ORIENTAL, MEXICAN FRUIT FLIES, AND OTHER EXOTIC

PESTS IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY
(ALL DISTRICTS) (3-VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Approve and instruct the Agricultural Commissioner/Director of Weights and
Measures (ACWM) to sign the accompanying contract with the California
Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) for the detection of fruit flies and
other exotic pests in the amount of $3,617,178 effective July 1, 2005 through
June 30, 2006.

2. Authorize the ACWM to sign and execute the term of amendments as may be
necessary to complete the Pest Detection Program described in this agreement
not to exceed 10% of the total contract.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the above action is to enable the ACWM to continue maintaining an
insect trapping program to place, service, and relocate 26,751 traps to detect and
prevent the establishment of exotic fruit flies and other exotic pests in Los Angeles
County.  

The County of Los Angeles is unique due to its large size and its international airport
through which exotic pests from foreign countries may arrive.  Additionally, the mild
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climate and mobile human population is such that it increases the year-round potential
for pests or disease infestations.  Therefore, recent legislation (AB 1896 / California
Food and Agriculture Code Section FAC 486) has been passed to make the individuals
who tend these traps year-round employees.  This is consistent with the Board’s policy
on permanent status for those County employees who perform full-time, year-round
work.

The emergency nature and the timeliness of response to certain insect finds may
require the ACWM to sign and execute amendments to fund additional work that may
be required for the pest detection program described in this agreement.  We request
that the Board delegate authority to the ACWM to sign amendments to the contract not
to exceed 10% of the amount of the contract.

IMPLEMENTATION OF STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS

This agreement supports the County’s Strategic Plan Goal 3.3.1 for organizational
effectiveness. Service is enhanced to Los Angeles County residents through a locally
administered program as part of a statewide program to detect and eradicate harmful
exotic fruit fly infestations before they become established and cause crop loss for
growers and residents.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There is no effect on the Department’s net County cost.

CDFA will provide $3,617,178 for direct and indirect expenses to the County.  This
amount includes an additional $322,738 over last year’s contract to appoint 15 of the
temporary Inspector Aids to permanent positions as required by FAC 486.  The cost of
this program is 92% revenue offset.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/ LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

This contract is for the period July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006.

AB 1896 was signed into law September 21, 2004, requiring the appointment of
additional Agricultural Inspector Aids from temporary to permanent status in Fiscal
Years 2004-05 and 2005-06.  The State budget has allocated $760,000 to cover these
costs, which was reflected in the Department’s 2005-06 Adopted Budget.

The contract has been reviewed by County Counsel and is approved as to form.
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IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The recommended Board action will support the program services for the entire 2005-
06 Fiscal Year.

CONCLUSION

When approved, please return to this Department the standard agreement # 05-248
and the minute order authorizing the Agricultural Commissioner/Director of Weights and
Measures to sign.  My department will forward the documents to the CDFA Contracts
Office.

Respectfully submitted,

Kurt E. Floren
Agricultural Commissioner/
Director of Weights & Measures

KEF:RGA:RKI:el

Attachment

c: CAO
County Counsel
Deputies
CAO Analyst
Executive Office
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